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Wheaton High School
ESOL Department Meeting

November 21, 2005
2:30-3:30 PM

Agenda & Notes
1. Counseling/Guidance department issues
· Ronnie, Jay, Leila, Sharon… make sure ESOL classes bring health meeting forms signed for presentation!  Lynn can call those who have not returned forms if you provide her with names.
· Check presentation dates with Xiomara.

· Documentation most important – for tracking referrals, parent conferences, etc.  Please continue to enter parent contacts in Fielmaker Pro.
· Recommendations for changes in students’ 2nd semester schedules– make sure to tell Tanya and Jim.

· Missing or incomplete grades – turn in ASAP to Mary Chance.

· ESOL Health- Tanya will talk to specialist/county to teach see if Mary Johnson can it.

· Assessment process – transferred students are misplaced, need to check with Sue Valdez and Ruby Tate on the process for checking a transfer student’s ESOL status before scheduling them.  Need to identify misplaced ESOL or ESOL placed in mainstream BEFORE they fail and stop coming to so.
· Students changing clothes in class?  Make sure to let them know this is not appropriate – make a referral for documentation (sexual harassment issues?).
· Special Ed. ESOL students?  Is there a way for the admin to help on this?  We can’t get them coded once in ESOL.
2. Reading strategies/Refueling update
a. Everybody has to do a case study one specific student in reading – track the development of this student with tracking confusion.
b. Tracking confusion: do one way or multiple ways; activating prior knowledge; Q&A expert group; BCR assignment – clarification of questions.

c. Submit findings above in diary for Bud.

4. HSA strategies?

a. Tanya requested sample HSA books that will arrive in a couple of weeks.
b. Need to lead a group on exited and senior ESOL students. Last year few if any students passed, Virginia de los Santos wants us to work closely with them.
c. Make sure to stress importance and accountability to our students.
d. Can we follow the lead of the Special Ed. people?  They get regular curriculum adapted, so what do we do?  Extra help?  Pull-out?  Additional work with the seniors?  Jean modeled one class, but it will help.  Meet at lunch is best?  Or after-school?
e. Virginia will give us a full list of the scores – so we can compare whether it’s ESOL or exited ESOL.
f. If we can get at least 12 to pass HSA then we can pass AYP.  We need to identify at least this number to concentrate and work hard to make improvement.  Of 38 tested, 6 have gotten 2 or better, which could be better.
g. How can we get them the curriculum in our ESOL 4-5 classes?
h. Admin. will find the money for exited ESOL and we need to identify them.
i. Incorporate HSA curriculum into ESOL 4-5, especially for seniors.
5. Climate survey

a. Completed school improvement / climate survey.  Hall question 1 vote- 2, 5 votes-4;  Cell phones 1 vote-1, 2 votes-3, 2 votes-4, 1 vote-5; Chaperone duty 1 vote-2, 1 vote-4, 2 votes-5, 2 votes-6
b. Cell phone issue is county policy, cannot be solved in school. We all need to make sure we are strict.
c. Potluck redo, we need it on the weekend, like Sunday?  Pick a better date?
d. Lunchtime discipline – keep aware of inappropriate behavior in our hallway, especially touching, be vigilant and also let the administration know (Virginia de los Santos), Edison corner will be off-limits if students can’t stop lying on each other & touching.  Need to be consistent on first floor policy.  We stop students at this end, but they can go downstairs near music area.
e. Menu problems?  Let Virginia, George, or cafeteria know.  Get students to write a letter to change lunch menu.  Perhaps just rice and beans?  
6. Field trip (Nouha Johnson)
a. Need deposit next week
b. Need at least 100 students to collect money from students
c. Take an informal survey to gauge interest in ESOL classes
7. Holiday celebration?

a. What do you want to do?  Ronnie offers her house.
b. December 17th weekend?
c. Or, during lunch  have our own potluck, or order out.
d. Order-out Chinese? Or Pollo Rico (preferred)?
e. Ronnie will send out voting email for party.  Please press vote button.
Other

· PTSA newsletter: potluck, international dance night, ALYC, International Night for May 6th, maybe George can call for our activities?  Increase turnout.

· LAYC open house November 28.

· CTL representive?  CTL still needs a high school represented if any is interested (stipend offered, going to meetings) – send Ann Gallahan an email.

· Polo shirts for ESOL still being worked on by Paula.
